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Framing the Present Era

Various concepts frame our information age:

– Transhumanism/Posthumanism

– Surveillance Capitalism

– Technofeudalism

– Digital/Techno-Totalitarianism

All emphasize technology’s central role in shaping society.



Transhumanism & Posthumanism

Re-Engineering Humanity

⚫ Use of cybertech, nanotech, biotech, and biomedicine.

⚫ Goal: Enhancement of human nature.



Surveillance Capitalism

Coined by Shoshana Zuboff.

⚫ Driven by: Internet, social media, big data, metadata.

⚫ Outcome: Data extraction = behavioral prediction = profit.

⚫ Undermining of democratic processes and autonomy.



Technofeudalism

Concept by Yanis Varoufakis.

⚫ Power shift from traditional capital to digital platforms.

⚫ “Cloud capital”: Rent-based dominance by Big Tech.

⚫ Platforms act as digital landlords.



Digital Totalitarianism
Key characteristics:

⚫ Erosion of rights and freedoms.

⚫ Total life control via digital means.

⚫ Suppression of dissent and civic engagement.

⚫ Exploitation of personal data.

⚫ Increased vulnerability to manipulation.

⚫ External pressure from non-governmental organizations with 
access to personal information



Physical AI & Embodied
Autonomy

The Integration of Autonomous Machines

⚫ AI now embedded in robots, vehicles, homes, and bodies.

⚫ Physical AI increasingly shaping real-world behavior.

⚫ All AI is physical in function – even chatbots run on hardware.



Homo Technofeudalis

Stelarc’s Movatar as Metaphor

⚫ Stelarc’s performance: human-controlled legs + online-controlled 
arms.

⚫ Varoufakis: metaphor for fragmented human-machine control.

⚫ Conflict between autonomy and algorithmic influence.



Toward Technological
Fragmentation

Society as a Disjointed Machine

⚫ Physical AI may evolve beyond cloud control.

⚫ Potential emergence of uncoordinated, fragmented collective 
agency.

⚫ Societal “awkwardness” akin to Movatar’s erratic motion.



The Real-World Impact of AI

⚫ Influencing behavior beyond the screen; LLMs already shape 
thought and conversation.

⚫ Autonomous machines will shape: movement, social norms, 
physical environments, algorithms in real life...



Bostrom’s Post-Work Utopia

⚫ Full automation = no need for work.

⚫ Post-instrumentality – no need for effort.

⚫ Autopotency – self-shaping beings.

⚫ Plastic utopia – all physically possible becomes technologically 
possible.



Utopia or Techno-Totalitarianism?

⚫ Post-instrumental freedom could mask new constraints.

⚫ Modifying not only environment, but also human nature.
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